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For the Fizf/ Week in FEBRUARY, 1788. 


WORCESTER, ( Mafachufetts) Printed by I. THOMAS, by whom Sub{crip- 
; tions, Effays, &¢. &c. for this Work are taken in. 


[Price Nine Surtcines per annum.—Six Pence fingle.] 











Ta be SOLD, and Poffeffion given the enfuing Spring, 
VALUABLE FARM, pleafantly fituat- 


ed ia the towa.cf BROOKFLELD, now in the poflel- 
fion of the dub{eribery contains one hundved and twentytive a- 
cres, under good improvement, weil fenced, and has a moft va- 
: liable and neverfailing brook of water running through it, near 
: ——— the buildings, exceedingly convenient fora Tanyard. as on 
eos ese 2 | it acommodious dwelling houfe, and a convenient well finifhed 
barn, with a good orchard, and is fituated at ‘the diftance of half a mile from the 
Niectinghoufe. 





TERMS of SALE, wiz. 

One fourth part of the purchafe price te be paid the rit of May 1788, and the 
remainder in three aonual payments, with intereft, one third part of cach in neat 
Cattle, at an appraifed value, if agreeable to the purchaler. 

Brookfield, Fanuary, 1783. FRANCIS FOXCRAFT. 





E the fubicribers being appointed Commifficners by 

the Hon. Fofepb Dorr, Efq; Judge of Probate for the County of Wor. 
eclter, to receive and examine the Claims of the feveral Creditors to the Eiiste of 
ELIJAH POTNAM, late of Sutton, deceafed, reprefented infolvent, and fix months 
being allowed for the Creditors to bring in and prove their Claims ; thie is to give 
Notice, that we fhall attend that fervice at the houfe of Deacon TARRANTI PUT- 
NAM, in faid Sutton, on the firlt Mondays of February, March, Apri, May and 
June aext, from two to feven o'clock, P. M. on each of {aid days. 
NATHAN PUTNAM, iain 
GARDNER WATERS, b Commi _ 


Sutton, Jan. 9th, 1733: 


GRINDS TON ES. 


TOVASCOTIA GRINDSTONES of all fizes to be fold cheap for 
Cath or Country Produce, at HENRY BASS’s Store, nearly op- 
pofite the HEAD and HORNS, fouth end of BOSTON, 
pore me 
CASH, and a generous price, paid for all forts of Shipping FURS, at 
faid Store, ; 
Bofton, December, 1787, 


A handfome, fecond hand, fall back CHAISE, 


With HARNESS complete, and a 


New Eight Day C L OC K, 


To be SOLD, on seafonable terms, apply at the Printing Office, in WOxCoSTER, 
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’ 
Lift of Letters remaining in the Poftafice, Worcefter, February, 1987, 
DWARD Bangs, E{q; Worcelter.—Jofeph Blake, jun. Rutlande«Dayid 
Bennett, Barte.—John Bifco, Efg;° Spencer.—George Bruce, Leicetter,— 
Capt. Thomas Cubhing, Brookfield, 2.—Major Afa Coburn, Brookfield.—Rey, 
John Crane, Northbridge.—Betfy Curtis, Worcefter.—Reuben Curtis, Southbos 
youch.—Samuel Curtis, Efg; Worcefter--—Rev. Jordon Dodge, Sturbridge. —Jo. 
feph Dorr, Efq; Ward.—-Dwight Fofter,, E(q; Brookfield. —Benjamin Glezin, 
Spencer.—-Jofeph Goldthwait, Northbridge.——W heat Gilbert, Brookfield. — Door 
Benjamin Greene, Worcetter,—T. Johnion, Worcelter.—Paui Gates, Worcetter. 
Wiliam Greenleaf, Worcelter.—Ebewezer Harwood, Brookfield.—John Hinckley, 
and Co. Leiceiter.—Simeon Jenks, eT Ne ae Joteph Livermore, 
Spencer.— James Lamber, Cliarlton.—-Levi Lincoln, Eig; Worceiter.—Ifaac Mor. 
‘gan, Spencer. —Doétor Joe! Marbie, Les. gaia PR 55 Timothy Newall, Stur. 
bridge.-—General Rufus Petnam, Rutland.—Amos Parker, Shrew(bury.—Capt, 
William Park, Brookfield.—-Major David Parks, Leicetter.——Jocob Perkins, Sturs 
bridce.—David Poor, Winchendon.—David Richards, Sturbridge.—Samuel Rich- 
ardion, Leiceter.—Calvin Stone, Marlborqugh.—Thomas Stowell, Worceiter.— 
Snow and Whittemore, Leicelter.—Sprague and Jackfon, Leicefter.—Abel Stow. 
eli, Worcelter.—Hon. Amos Singletary, Efg; Sutton.—Jacob Salifbury, Hard- 
wick.—Mr. Trowbridge, Worceiter.—-Eli Whitney, Paxton.—Ward and Wil- 
Tai iF Lancafer. 


DANIEL WALDO and SON, 


Have imported, from London, Briftol, and Holland, by the laf vodiclay 
for Sale, at their Store, 
Oppofite the PRISON in WORCESTER, 
Upon as good Terms as they are fold in BOSTON, or elfewhere, 

EW TER of all forts, Brafs Kettles and Skillets, 
Window Glafs, Englifh and German Steel; Nails, Tacks, and 
Lirads ; Wool and Cotton Card Wire, Tin Plates; Joiners’, Carpen- 
ters’ and Shoemakers’ Tools; Locks, Latches, Bolts, and Hinges. 
All kinds of Saddlers’ Ware, beautiful enamelled Cleck and Watch 
Faces, all kinds of Clock and Watchmakers’ Tools, Black{miths’ Anvils 
and Vices, Holfter Piftols, lron Shovels and Spades, with a complete Af 


fortmentof 
Braziery and Cutlery WARES. 


Alfo, Broadcloths, Baizes, Coatings, Velvets, Corduroysy 
Fultians, Jeans, Shalloons, Calamancoes, Tammies, Calicoes, Linens, Cam- 
bleteens, Thread and Worfted Stockinzs, Modes, Sattins, Ribbons, Gauzes, 
Shawls; Linen, Cotton, and Silk Handkerchiefs, with many other articles, 
too many to be enumerated in an Advertifement. 

LLikewife, Weftindia and Newengland Rum, Brandy; 
Sherry, Teneriffe and Malaga Wines; Leaf and Brown Sugar, Bohea and 





Green Tea, Coffee, Chocolate, Pepper, Ginger, Allfpice, French and Span- 


ifh Indigo, Gunvowder, Fine Salt, Bar Iron, Candles, Writing Paper, Cot- 
ton Wool, Tin Ware, &c. &c. &e. 


ISAIAH. THOMAS, 


Has jul received and now ready for fale, 
ong haa 
A large Aflortment of B OO K §, 
In all branches of Polite Literature. 
Such as hunger after fentimental Food, may gratify their appetites hows 
ever different their tafies may be, 
Lie has alfo 


A very good Affortment of STATIONARY. 
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this fate fingly was attacked, and oblig: 
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danger points cut for common efe‘tio 
end thisCon Vitution isexcellently cefigne 
make the danger equal, Why fhould 







) 











forte and wealth of ali the States ?—If 
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vour thele fates, owe by on? T 
the cafe, ifwe have fe p »wer to draw fF 
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Proceedings of Maffachufetts State Convention. 


( Continued from our laf.) 


January 18, 1798. P. Mz 


HE 3 paragraph of the 2d wr mn of 
article I. fill onder confideration. 

The learned Judge begin 
with iniwering fome objections to this pa: 
ctanh—and urging the neceffity of Cong 
being veited with power to levy direé? taxes on 
the States; and it was not ro be fuppofe 
that they would levy fuch, unlefs the im; 
und excife fhould be found infutficient, 
cate of awar. If, fays he, 4 part of the 
niom is attacked by a fore’s gnenemy, and we 
art difanited, how is it to defend itfelf ? Can 
it by its own internal force ? In the late war, 
“J td 
make the firft defence. What has happens 
ei may happen again. The fate, oppreii- 
ei, mut exert its whol power, and béar the 
moar 


els 


~ 


Tia 


+ 
ia 
u- 


one 

te expend its blood and tresfure for the 
whole ‘Ought not a controuling authority 
exif, to call forth, if neceMary, the who'e 


be 


rh 
s wealth and ftrength of the whole for the 
Then fhall we, continu 
the 
ed fomewhere, 
t weal " and freng’ 


h 


{s, 
lad he, but it is for the good of my native 
- By God and nature mate equal, 
itiswith remorfe I have heard it fuguefted by 
ome, that thofe gentlemen, who have had 
s of education, were 
sof their country. Are 
there any among this hon. body, who are 
polfeffed of minds capable of fuch narrow 
If there are, it is in vain to rea- 
vith them—_we had better come to a de- 
After dilating on thie 


matter a fhort time, the leirhed judge hege 
fithemen to look a und th nm, an? ice 

the men who compoted the aflem- 
ot, he afked, men w 3 


been foremoft in the caule of their country 





bly—are they 


? 
th in the cabinet and the fieid, and who 
with halters about their necks, Boldly i 
intrepidly advoceted the rights of Americay 
and of lumanity, at home and in forcign 
coUntries ?. and are THEY not fo be trutted ? 
Direét taxation 13 a treniendods idea—but 
I iy not neerffity étate it tu be uNavoidallte 
We all wii to inved Congrefs with m 
poWwer—we difazree only in the quantum, and 


4 
manner in Which Congrefs fhill levy taxca 
on the flates—A caoitation tax is abhorrer © 


to the feelines of human statuce-—and I vee 


ture to trat will never be adopted by Core 
grefs. ‘The learned judge pointed out, cn 
various grounds, the util.tv of the pow 2 
be vetted in the Congrefs, and conc! by 
odferving, ¢t! 2 Nc 1 fed Cont ion 
wad the beft * ald be framed—=that if 2 
dopted we f% oil a great and hap Na- 


iy 

tha ve Ms 7 . zn ot A 
corfitucion, wv « t | = 
tray erties or i t j ve 

Mr. Weocery. | ir, Elon. 
genteman will mnott *% hat t, if - 
Dn tmcn cannot | as Ciea he — 
Ths ar mult be Ww { io sat 
ths weak: and I be a ow 1 ine 
deed that tarow i i tiberal re t » 
again gentle me education, ast 
gontieman Comptain sO return t 
pirdgraph—ir ¢ efs, c xs Mr. W. 
have th:s power’of taxing dircetly, it wil be 
in their powerto enact a poli tax —Can gene 
tiemien tel! why they v sot attemotit, and 


by this methcd make the poor pay as much 
as the a h. 
Mr. Dencu, was at ai fs to know how 


. ‘ . 
Conezreis could levy t} tax, in which he 
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get he had no doubt but that Congrefs would 
direét that thefe tates thould pay it in their 
ewn way. 

Hon. Mr. Futter begged to afk Mr. 
Grary—=* Why, in the laft requifition of 
Congrefs, the proportion required of this 
flate, was thirteen times as much asof Geore 
gia, and yet we have but eight reprefentatives 
in the general government, and Georgia ha’ 
three ?”°—Umil this queftion was anfwered, 





he was at a lofs to know how taxation and | 


reprefentation went hand in hand. 

[Te was then woted, that this gueftion be 
afked Mr, Gerry. Along and dejuirory de- 
bate enfued on the manner in which the anfwer 
Poould be given—it was at laff voted, that 
Mr. G. reduce bss anfwer to writing. | 





SATURDAY, January 19, 1788. A.M. 
The Hons Mr. Sincretary® thought 
we were giving up all our privileges, as there 
was no provifion that men in power thould 
have any religion, and though he hoped to 
fee Chriftians, yet by the conftitution a Pas 
pift or an Infidel, were ae eligible as they : Jt 
as been faid, that men had not degenerated 
he did not think men were better now 
than when men after God's own heart did 
wickediy. He thought in this inftance we 
Were giving great power to we know not whom. 
General Brooxs [Medfird|—If good 
Mien are appointed, government will be admie 
niftered well. But what will prevent bad 
men from mifchief is the quetftion ; if there 
fhould be fuch in the Senate, we ought to be 
Cautious of giving power, but when that 
power is given with proper checks, the dan+ 
gerisatanend, When men are anfwerable, 
and within the reach of refponfibility, they 
cannot forget that their political exiftance 
depends upon their good behaviour. The 
Senate can frame no jaw but by the confent 
of the Reprefentatives, and ‘s anfwerable to 
that houfe for its condudt. JE gh-ir condu& 
excites tufpicion, they are ® Re impeached, 
punithed (or prevented frora Iain any of- 
fice, which is a great punifiame@it) If thele 
ehecks are not fufficient, Mi orfible to 
Gevile fuch as will be fo. 

{ Mr. Gerry's anjwer to E fp, Fuller’: quef- 
tion, twas read, the purport iz, that Georgia 
bad increafed in its numbers by migration—and 
df it was not then, would foon be encitled to the 
proportion affigned ber. ] 

Hon. Mr. Kina. It fo happened that I 
was both of the Convention ani Congre(s at 
the fame time, and if J recolleét right the 
anfwer of Mr. G. does not materially vary. 
In 3778, Congrefs required the States to 
make a return of the houfes and lands fure 
veyed—but one ftate only complied theres 
with, Newhampthire. Matiachufetts did 
not. Congrefs confulsed no rule ; it was ree 
folved that the feveral fates fhould be taxed 
according to their ability, and if it appeared 
that any ftate had paid more than her jut 
quota it fhould be paffed to the credit of that 
Sate, with lawful intere’, 


Mr. Darvon faid we hed obtained ¢ 
great deal by the new 
confederation each ftate had an equal vote 
Georgia is now content with three.cighths of 
the voice of Maffachufetts. ° 

Colonel Jonzs | Brifel] objefed to the 
length of time—if men continue in offi 
four or fix years, they would forget theig de. 
pendence on the people, and be loth to leave 
their places—-men elevated fo high in power 
would fall heavy when they came down, 

Mr. Ames obferved, that an objection 
was made againft the conflitution, becauk 
the Senators are to be chofen for fix years, 
It has been faid, that they will be removed 
too far from the controul of the people, and 
that, to keep them in proper dependence, 
they thould be chofen annually. It is necefe 
fary to premife, that no argument againft the 
new plan has made a deeper impreffion than 
this, that it will produce a confolidation of 
the ftates. This is an effeét which all good 
men will deprecatee For it is obvious, that, 
if the ftate powers are to be deftroyed, the re. 
prefentation is too fmal!. The truft in that 
cafe would be too great to be confided to fo 
few perfons. The objeéts of leg‘flation 
would be fo multiplied and complicated, thar 
the government would be unwieldy and ime 
practicable. The ftate governments are efe 
fential parts of the fyitem, and the defence 
of this article is drawn from its tendency tw 
their prefervation. 

The tenators reprefent the fovereignty of the 
ftates ; in the other houfe, individuals arere- 
prefented. The fenate may not originate bills. 
It need not be faid, that they are principally 
to dire the affairs of war and treaties. 
They are in the quality of ambaffadours of 
the Srates, and it will not be denied that fome 
permanency in their office is neceffary toa 
difcharge of their duty. Now, if they were 
chofen yearly, how could they perform their 
truft ? If they would be brought by that 
means more immediately under the influence 
of the people, then they will reprefent the 
ftate tegiflatures lefs, and become the repree 
fentatives of individuals. ‘This belongs to 
the other houfe, The adfurdity of this, and 
its repugnancy to the federal principles of the 
conftitution, will appear more fully, by fupe 
poling that they are to be chofen by the peoe 
ple atlarge. If there is any force in the obe 
jection to this article, this would be propere 
Buc whom in that cafe would they teprefent? 
Not the legiflatures of the Scates, but the 
people. This would totally obiitcrate the 
federal features of the Conftitution. What 
would become of the ftate governments, and 
on whom would devolve the duty of defends 
ing them againét the encroachments of the 
federal government ? A confolidation of the 
ftates would enfue, which, it is concededy 
would fubvert the new conifitution, and a 
gaint which this very article, fo much con 
demned, is our beit fecurity. ‘Too much 
provifion cannot be made againit a confoli- 
dation. The fate governments reprefemt 
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the withes and feelings and local interefts of 
the people. They are the fafeguard and or- 
nament of the conftitution—they will pro-~ 
traé&t the period of our liderties—they will 
afford a thelrer again the abufe of power, 
and will be the natural avengers of our vio- 
dated rights. 

A very effe€tual check upon the power of 
the fenate is provided. A third part is to 
retire from office every two years. By this 
means, while the fenators are feated for fix 
years, they are admonifhed of their re(ponfi- 
bility to the ftate iegiflatures. If one third 
pew members are introduced, who feel the 
fenciments of their tates, they will awe that 
third, whofe term will be nearexpiring. This 
article feems to be an excellence of the Con- 
ftitution, and affords juft ground to believe, 
that it will be in practice as in theory, a fed- 
oral republick, 





P.M. 

The 31 fe&tion, refpe@ing the conftruce 
tion of che fenate, being under debate, 

Col. Jones faid, his oojeGions fill re- 
mained ; the fenstors chofen for fo long a 
time will forget their duty to their conititu- 
ents. We cannot, fayshe, recal them. lhe 
cho ce of reprefentatives was too long—the 
fenate was much worfe—it is abad precedent, 
ani is unconftitutional. 

Mr. Kina faid, as the fenate preferved 
the equality of the ftates, their appointment 
is equal. An objection to thie branch is, 
that it is chofen for too longa period : But 
if the principle of claffing the tenate is con- 
fidered, although it appears long, it will not 
be found fo long as it appears—one clafs isto 
ferve two years—-another four—and another 
fix years. The average therefore is four 
years. The fenators, faid Mr. K. will have 
a powerful check on thofe men who with for 
their feats, who will wateh their whole cone 
duct in the general gowernment—they will 
give the alarm in cafe of mifbchaviour, And 
che ftate legiflature, if they find them erring, 
will inftru&t their delegates—wili not this be 
a check ? When they hear the voice of the 
people folemnly dictating to them their duty, 
they will be bold men indeed to a& contrary 
to it. They will not be inftruétions fent 
them in a private letter, which they can put 
in their pockets—they will be publick ine 
ftructions, which all the country will fee, and 
they wili be hardy men indeed to violate 
them, The Hon. Gentleman {aid, the powe 
er to controul the fenate, is fuch as never 
was enjoyed in any government befure ; and 
that therefore they could not be chofen for 
too long atime. They are, fays he, to affitt 
the executive in the defignation and appoint- 
ment of officers; and they ought to have 
time to mature their judgments ; if for a 
fhorter time, how can they be acquainted 
with the rights and interefts of nations, fo as 
to form advantageous treaties ? to underftand 
thefe rights is the bufinefs of education. 


Their buGaefs being aatura!!y different, they 
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ought to have different qualifications—and 
their duration is mot too long ior a right dife 
charge of their duty. 

Dr. Taytor, faid he hoped the Hon, 
gentleman did not attempt to aeceive us, oy 
faying, that the fenate are not chofen tor fix 
years—for they are really to be choien for fix 
ycart—and as to the idea of ciatfing, he did 
not know who, when chofen for that time, 
would gu out at athorter. He remarked oa 
Mr. King’s idea of checks, and oblerved 
that fuch indeec were in the articles of con- 
federation, which provides tor delegates being 
chofen anaually—tor rotation, and the right 
of recalling. But in this, they are t» be 
chofen for fix years—but a thadow of roia- 
tion provided tor—and no power to recal 5 
and concluded by faying, that if they are 
once chofen, they are chofen forever, 

The Hin. Mr. Strowce, mentioned the 
difficulties which attended the conftrution 
of the fenate in the Convention—-and that a 
committee, confiiting of one delegate from 
each (tate, was chofen to confider the fube 
jett—who reported as it now ftands—and 
that Mr. Gerry was on the committee from 
Mafiachuletts, 

[Mr. Gerry rofe, and informed the Prefi- 
dent, that be was then preparing a letter om 
the fubj- in debate 5 which would fer tbe 
matter inits true light, and which be wifbed ta 
communicate ; this ogcafizned confiderable con- 
werfation, which laficd until the Comvention 


adjourned. } 





MONDAY, January 21%, 1788. A.M. 
4th fe@ion confuered in its order. 

Mr. Ames, rofe to anfwer feveral objec- 
tions. He would forbear if potfidie to go o- 
ver the grouad which had already been well 
trodden. The 4th feétion had been, he tard, 
well difeuffed, and he did not mean to offer 
any formal argument, or new obfervation® 
upon it. It had been faid, the power of ree 
gulating ele@ions was given to Congrefs. 
He afked, if a motion was brought forward in 
Congrefs, on that particular, fubjeCting the 
ftates to any inconvenience, whether it was 
probable fuch a motion could obtain? It had 
been alfo faid, that our federal legifl cure 
would endeavour to perpetuate themieives ia 
office, and that the love of power was pre= 
dominant. Mr. Ames afked how the gen- 
tlemen prevailed on chemileives to truit the 
ftate legiflature. He thought it was from a 
degree of confijence that was piaced in them, 
At prefent we tru Congrels with power— 
nay we trutt the repretentatives of Rhodes 
iMand and Georgia—he thought it was beer 
to truft a general government than a foreign 
ftate. Mr. A, ackniwiedged he came with 
doubts of the 4th fection. Had his objece 
tions remained, he would have been obliged 
to vote again the centitution: But now 
he thought if all the confitution was a> clear 
as this fection it would meet with little op- 
pofition, 


Judge Dawa. This fcGtion, Mr, Preie 
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Gent, has been fubje& to much difpute and 
difficulty. 1 did not come here, determined 
to vote for every paragraph of this con‘titue 
tion—I fuppofed. this claufe dangerous—it 
has been amply difcufled, and J am now con= 
winced, that this paragraph is much better as 
it ftands, than with the amendment, which 
is, that Congrefs be retiicted in the appoint. 
i unlefs when the 
to make them, J 

; opinion on this point 3 thefe 
are my tlt is apparent the intention 
of the Convention was to fet Conerefs on a 
different geound—that a part fhould proceed 
direétly trom the people, and not from their 
fubttitutes the leeiflacures : ‘Therefore 4he 
Jegifliture ought not to controul the elec- 
tions. The legiflature of Rhodeifland has 
lately formed a plan, to alrer their reprefene 
tation to corporations, which ovght to be by 
numbers. 


> 


, be 
of ** time, piace, &c,” 
if es refule 


eafons 


Look at Greatbritain, where the 
injyftice of this mode is apparent: Eight 
tenths of the people there, have no voice in 
the elections ; a borough of but two or three 
cottages, has a right to fend two reprefentie 
tives to Paritament, while Birmingham, a 
Jarge and populous manufacturing town, 
Jaiely fprung up, cannot fend one. The le- 
giflatuce of Rhodeifland are aboyt adspting 
th.s plan, in order to deprive the towns of 
Newport and Providence, of their weight ; 
and thac thereby the legiflature may have a 
power to counteract the will of the majority 
of the people. 

M:. Cocrey, [Amber] thought Con- 
greis in the prefent initance, would, from 
the powers granted by the conititution, have 
authority to controul eletions, and thereby 
endanger liberty. 

Dr. Taytor, wifhed to afk the gentle- 
min from Newburyport, whether the two 
branches of Congreis could not agree to play 
into each or ier’s hands—and, by making the 
gualifications of ele€tors yoo!, by their pow. 
fix the matter of 
mielves ine 
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regiiiting € ’ 
' ms, 10 as to keep the 
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1 Mr. Kine role to purtue the inqui- 
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bers increafe, the reprefentatives and diftri@y 
will be increafed : The matter, therefore, 
mutt be left fubje& to the regulation of the 
ftate legiflature, or the general government, 
Suppofe the ftate legiflature, the circumftance 
will be the fame. Itis truly faid, that our 
reprefentatives are but a part of the union, 
and that they may be fubjeGt co the controul 
of the reft ; but our reprefentatives make 3 
ninth part of the whole, and if any authority 
is vefted in Congrefs it muft be in our fie 
vour. Butto the fubjeA—in Conneicer 
they do not choofe by numbers, but by cor. 
porations. Hartford, one of their large 
towns, fends no more delegates than one of 
their fmalleit corporations, each town fend. 
ing two, except latterly, when a town was di. 
vided ; the fame rule is about to be adopted 
in Rhodeifland. The inequality of fuch ree 
prefentation, where every corporation would 
have an equal right to fend an equal number 
of reprefentatives, was apparent. In the 
fouthern ftates the inequality is greater, By 
the conftitution of Southcarolina, the city of 
Charlefon has aright to fend 30 reprefenta- 
tives to the General Ailembly, the whole 
number of whichamountto20o, The back 
parts of Carolina have increated greatly fince 
the adoption of their Contftitution, and have 
frequently attempted an alteration of this 
unequal mode of reprefentation ; but the 
members from Charlefton having the ba- 
lance fo much in their favour, will not cone 
fent to an alteration ; and we fee that the 
delegates from Carolina in Congrefs, have 
always been chofen from the delegates of that 
city. he reprefentatives, therefore, from 
that ftate, will not be chofen by the peopie; 
but will be the reprefentatives of a faction of 
that ftate. If the general government cane 
not controul in this cafe, how are the people 
fecure. The idea of the hoa. gentleman 
from Douglas, faid he, tranfcends my undete 
ftanding, for the power of controy! given by 
this te€tion extends to the marxner of election, 
not the gualifications of the electors, The 
gualincacions are age and refidence, and none 
Can be prefcrable. 
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The sth feftion being read, 

Dr. Taytor wilhhed to know the meane 
of the words ** from time to time’’ in the 
34 paragraph—does it mean, fays he; from 
yearto year, from month to month, or from 
day to day. 

The Hon. Mr. Kine rofe, and explains 
ed the term. 

Mr. Wrncery read the paragraph, and 
Ii it was practicable, faid by the words, “‘except fuch parts as 
he faid, it would be neceary to have may require fecrecy,” Congrefs mightwith- 

hoid the whole journals under this pretence 
—anad thereby the people be kept in igno- 
rance ot their doings, 

Hon. Mr. Gonnam expofed the abfurdie 
ty of any publick body publifhing all their 
Many things in great bodies 
are to be kept fecreteeagd records mult be 


sfetts, 
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5, the mane ace of eledtions 
wided tor 5; the manner was by bal- 
Jot, and the places, towns ; for iaid he, we 
happened to fettie originally in townthips : 
But ic-was different in the fouthern 
he would men 
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Brought to maturity before publifhed: In 
gale of treaties with foreign nationc, would 
$t be policy to inform the world of the ex. 
tent of the powers to be vetted in our Am- 
baffadour, and thus give our enemies oppor- 
tunity to defeat our negociations? There is 
no provifion in the Conftitution of this State 
os of Greatbritain, for any publication of 
the kind: And yetthe people fuffer no in- 
conveniency. .The printers, no doubt, will 
be interefted to abtain the journals as foon 
as poMible for publication, and they will be 
publithed in a book, by Congrefs, at the end 
of every feflion. 

Rev. Mr. Peacer defcribed the alarms 
gad anxiety of the people at the commencce 
soent of the war—when the whole country, 
he faid, cried with one voice “why does not 
Gen, Wahingtoa march into Botton, and 
drive out the tyrants."” Bur, faid he, fiea- 
wen gave usa Commander who knew better 
than to do this :—The Rev. Gentieman 
faid, he was acquainted with the Roman 
hittory and the Grecian too, and he believe 
ed there never was, fiace the creation of the 
world, a greater General than Wafhington— 
except, indeed, Joshua, who was infpired by 
the Lord of Holts, the God of the armies of 
Jirael. Would it, he afked, hawe deca prue 
@ent for that excclient maa, Gen. W. pre- 
vious to the American army's taking pol- 
{cffion of Dorchefter heights,to have pudlithe 
ed to the world his intentions of fo doing ? 
No fays he; it would not. 

The 1 paragraph of the 6ch fetion read. 

Dr. Taytore Mr. Prefident, it has hie 


Congrefs, to be paid by the feveral State lee 
gillatures, out of the State treafury: As no 
State has hitherto failed paying its delegates 
—why thould we leave the good old path? 
-Before the revolution it was confidered as a 
grievance, that the Governours, &c. received 
their pay from Greatbritain.—They could 
not, in that cafe, feel their dependence on 
che people, when they received theirappoint- 
ments and falanes fromthe crown. Jknow 
not why we fhould not pay them now aswell 
as heretofore. 

Gen. Portier. Have not dclegates been 
retained from Congrefs, which is virtually 
recalling them, becaufe they have aot beea 
paid? Has not Rhodeifland failei to pay 
her delegates? Should there not be an c- 
qual charge throughout the United States, 
for the payment of the delegates, as there i¢ 
ia this Scate for the payrocur of the meme 
bers of this Convention, met for the gencral 
good ? Is it not advantageous to the people at 
large, that the delegates to this Convention 
are paid out of the publick treafury ? If any 
inconvenience, however, can be {hewa to flow 
from this plan, I thould be glad to hear it. 

Hon. Mr. SepGwick hoped gentieme 
would confider tat the federal officers of 
government would be refponfible for their 
condu@t—and as they would regard their re 
getations, will gut ailefs exorbitant woges, 
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Ia Maffachufetts, and in every other State, 
the Legiflatures have power to provide for 
their own payment—and, he afkec, have 
they ever efablithed it higher than it ough® 
to be? But on the contrary have they not 
made it extremely inconfiderable? The 
Commons.of Greatbritain, he faid, have the 
power to aflefs their own wages, but for two 
centuries they have never exercifed itr, Can 
a man, he afked, who has the leaft re‘pect 
for the good opinion of his fellow country- 
men, go home to his contflituents aiter have 
ing robbed them by voting himfelf ancxor- 
bitaut Salary? This pricciple will be a mot 
powerful check--and in refpe& to econoiny, 
the power lodged as it is in this fection, wiil ve 
more advantageous to the people, than if r+ 
tained by the State Le siflatures, Let us fce 
what the Legiflature of Matiachuletts have 
done—they vote the falaries of the Dele- 
gates to Congrefs—and they have voted 
them fuch as have enabied them to live in 
ftyle fuited to the dignity ot a refpectable 
ftace, but they have been four times as much 
for the fame time, as they ever voted them- 
felves. ‘Therefore, concluded the hon. gene 
tleman, if left to themfelves to provide for 
their own payment, as long as they with for 
the good opinion of mankind, they will 2f- 
feis no more than they really celerve, as a 
compenfation for their fervices, 

Hon. Mr. Kine faid, if the arguments 
on the 4th fedtion againit an undue con- 
treul in the itate legiflatures, over the Fecee 
ral Reprefentatives, were in any degree fatis- 
fa€tory, they are fo on this. 

Gen. Tuompson. Mr. Prefident, the 
hon. gentiemen means weil, and is honefl in 
his fentiments—it is all alike—when we ice 
matters at large, and what it all is, we shall 
know what to do with it. ‘ 

M:. Parsone. Inorder that the gene 
ral government fbould preferve juRig® be- 
tween the feveral tlates. Under the’ Cone 
federation the power of this feétion would 
noi be jut, for each ate has a right to fend 
feven members to Congre!s, though fome of 
them do not pay cone tenth fo much of tlie 
publick expences as others—it is a mere fede~ 
ral government of States, neither equal or 
p-Oportionate.—If genticmen woud uf 
fame candour that 
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is honourable gentice 
man trom ‘Lopfham (Gen. Técmpjin) doet, 
confidering ali the parts as connected with 
othe:s, the Conftitution would receive a bet- 
ter dilcufiion. 

The 2d paragraph of 6th fection read. 

Hoa. Mr. Gornunam faid that this Cone 
ftitution contained reitriiions which were 
not to be found in any other; and he withe 
ed gentlemen who had objeéted to every pa- 
ragraph which had been read, would give the 
Convention credit for thofe parts which mu 
meet the approbation of every man. 

The Sth fe€ion of article I. containing 
the POWERS of CONGRESS, being 
read. 

Gea, Brooxs { Medfird} fa'dy this arti- 






















































































cle contained more matter than any one yet 
read; and he wihhed to know, whether there 
ds not to be fome general reftri@ions to the 
@eneral articles. 

Hon. Mr. Kina. »Mr. PreGdent, it? is 
painful to me, to obtrude my fentiments on 
the Convention, fo frequently. However, 
Sir, I confole myfelr with the idea that my 
motives are as good as thofe of more able 
gentlemen, who have remained filent. Sir, 
this is a very important ¢laufe, and of the 
higheft confequence to the future forcane of 
the people of America. It is not my ine 
ttntion to go into any elaborate difcutfion of 
the fubje&@—I fhall only oer thofe confider- 
ations which have influenced my mind in 
favour of the article; in the hope that it 
may tend to reconcile gentlemen to it—It 
fhall not be with a view of exhibiting any 
particular knowledge of mine :—For fuch is 
not my intention. Hitherto we have con- 
fidered the conftru€tion of the general gov. 
ernment-——-we now come, Sir, to the confide 
eration of the powers with which that gov- 
ernment fhall be cloathed. The introduce 
tion to this Conltitution, is in thefe words, 
“*We the peop'e, &c.”—The language of 
the Confederation, is ** We the States, &c.” 
The latter is a mere Federal Government of 
States ; Thofe, therefore, that affemble une 
der it have no power to make laws to apply 
to the individuals of the States confederate 
ed: And the attempts to make laws for 
collective focieties, neceffarily leave a dif. 
cretion to comply with them or not. In no 
inftance has there been fo frequent deviations 
from fir principles, as in the neglect or re- 
tufal to comply with the requifitions of gee 
neral governmenss for the coile€tion of mo- 
nies. Igthe ancient governments this has 
besa arincipal cefeét. In the United 
ee of the Netherlands it has been 
Sully fo. A celebrated political 
writer=-I oican Joba de Wist, formerly Pen- 
fioner of Holjand, fays, that in the confeder- 
acy of 1675, though the articles were declare 
ed equally binding on the feveral Provinces, 
yet any one had it in its power to comply 
with the requifiiions of the generality, or 
not; and fome Provinces taking advantage 
of this diferetionary power, never paid any 
thing. During 40 years of their war with 
Spain, the Province of Holland paid 5% 
parts of an hundred, of all the expences 
thereof— Two or three of the Provinces ne- 
ver fomuch as patied a refolution to pay any 
thing; and De Witt fays, that two of them 
paid not a fingle gilder. What was the con- 
fequence ? In one inftance, Holiand come 
pelled a neighbouring Province to comply 
with the requifitions, by marching a force 
tanto ite This was a great inftance of ufure 
vation, Made in the time of a war, The 
Prince of Orange, and the generality, found 
that they would not continue the war, in 
thismanner. What was to be done? They 
were obliged to refort to the expedient of 
@iaiieg -4e ordinary requifitions on the 










States? Some of the Province? were prew! 
vailed upon to grant thefe requifitions fully 5 
in order to induce Holland to do the fame. ° 
—She feeing the other ftates appearing thus 
forward, not only granted the requifitions, 
but paid them—the others did not. Thus 
was a fing!e province obliged to bear almog 
the whole burthens of the war—And one’ 
hundred years after, the accounts of thix 
war, were unfettied : What was the reafon ?* 
Holland had but une voice in the States Gee 
neral :—That voice was feeble when oppof- 
e4 by the reft. This fact is true.—And 
the hittory of our country, is a melancholy’ 
proof of the fame truth—Maffachufetts has 
paid, while other States have been delin- 
quent. How was the war carried on with 
the paper money? Requifitions on fhe 
States for that money were made? Who 
paid them—Maifachufetts and a few others, 
A requifition of 29,000,000 dollars was’ 
quotaed on Maffachufetts—and it was paid. 
This State has paid in her proportion of the 
old money: How comes it then, that gen- 
tlemen have any of this money by them ?— 
Becaufe the other States have thamefully 
negleéted to pay their quotas. Do you afk 
for redrefs ? You are fcotted at. ‘Thenext 
réquifition, was for 11,000,000 of dollars, 
6,000,000 of which, were to be paid in fa- 
ciliries—the reft in filver money—for dif 
charging the intereft of the national debt.’ 
If the Legiflatures found a difficulty in pay- 
ing the hard money, why did they not pay 
the paper ? But 1,200,000 dollars have been 
paid.—And fix Stares have not paid a fare 
thing of it. [After mentioning anctber ree 
quifition equalty® difregarded, Mr. K. faid.} 
two States have not paid a fingle farthing, 
from the moment they figned the Confede~ 
ration, to this day; if my documents are to 
be depended on, and they are open to infpece 
tion of ail, ow, Sir, what faith is to be 
put in requifitions on the States, for monies 
to pay our domeftick creditors, and difcharge 
our foreign debts—for monies lent us in the 
day of difficulty and diftrefs.—-Sir, experie 
ence proves, as well as any thing can be prove 
ed, that no dependence can be placed on fuch 
requifitions,. What method then can we 
devife to compel the delinquent States to 
pay their quotas.—-Sir, I know of none. 
Laws to be effeQtive, therefore, muft not be 
laid on States, but upon individuals. Sir, 
it has been objected to the propofed Contti- 
tution, that the power is too greate-and by 
this Conftitution is to be facred.—But if 
the want of power, is the defe& in the old 
confederation —there isa fitnefs and propriety 
in adopting what is here propofed, which 
gives the neceflary power wanted.—Congreft 
now have power to call forwhat, monies, and 
in what proportion they pleafe—but they 
have no authority to compel a compliance 
therewith. It is an objeétion in fone gene 
tlemen's minus, that Congrefs thoold potfefe 
the power of the purfe and the fwort, But, 
Sir, I would akk, whether every government 
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$e not poffeffed of this power—and the fecu- 
rity of the people lies in their having it. 
The firt revenue will be raifed from the 
Jmpoft, to which there is no objection—the 
next from the Excifes—andif thefe are not 
{ufficient, dire&t taxes muft be laid. Sir, 
my intention in rifing, was to fay, that if we 
mean to fupport an efficient federal govern- 
ment, the old Confederation being inade- 
quate thereto, the propofed Conftitution is 
the only one that can be fubstituted. 

Gen. Tuomrson. Mr. Prefident, I 
totally abhor this paragraph. Maflachu- 
fects has ever been a leading State; now let 
her give good advice to her fifter States. 
Suppofe nine States adopt this Coniticution 
--who thall touch the other four ?—Some 
cry out force them—I fay draw them. We 
love liberty—Britain never tried to enflave us 
until fhe told us we had too much liberty— 
Wefcannot have too much liberty. The 
Confederation wants amendments—jhall we 
not amend it? The Convention were fent 
on to Philadelphia to amend this Confeder- 
ation—but they made a new creature—and 
the very fetting out of it is unconititutional. 
—Iin the Convention, Pennfylvania had more 
members than al! Newengland—and two of 
our delegates only were pertuaded to fign the 
Conftitutions Matlacufetts once fhut up 
the harbours againft the Britithh—-There I 
confefs I was taken in. Do not let us be in 
a hurry again. Let us wait to fee what our 
fitter States willdo. What thall we fuffer, if 
we adjourn the confideration of it, for five or 
fix months ?—It is better to do this, than 
adopt it fo haftily. Take care we do not 
difunite the States—By uniting we ftand, 
by dividing we fall. 

The Hon. Mr. White faid, in giving this 
power we give up every thing, and Congrefs 
with the purfe ftrings in their hands, will 
ufe the {word with a witnefs. 

Mr. Dawes faid, he thought the powers 
in the paragraph under debate thould be fully 
vetted in Congrefs——We have fuffered, faid 
he, for want of fuch authority in the federal 
head. This wili be evident, if we takea 
thort view of our agriculture, commerce 
and manufactures, Quragriculture has not 
been encouraged by the impofition’of na- 
tional duties on rival produce: Nor can it 
be, folong as the feveral States may make 
contradi@tory laws, This has induced our 
farmers to raife only what they wanted to 
confume in their own families; I mean, 
however, after raifing enough to pay their 
TAXES: For] infift, that upon the old 
p/an, the hand has borne the burthen. For 
as Congrefs could not make laws whereby 
they could obtain a revenue, in rheir own 
way, from impoft or excife, they mu!tiplied 
their requifitions on the feveral States.— 
When a State was thus called on, it would 


perhaps im new duties on its own trade, 
to procure y for paying it quota of fede 
eral dema Thisgwould drive the trade 


to fuch neighbourimg States as mide ao 
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Thus the revenue 
he trade, and the only 
refort would tax. 

As to comm it is well Known that the 
different States now purfue different fyfterhs 
of duties in regard toeach other. By this, 
and for want of general laws of prohibition 
through the Union, we have not fecured e- 
ven our own domeftick traffick, that pafies 
from State to State. This is contrary te 
the policy of every nation on earth, Some 
nations have no other commerce, The 
great and flouriffiing empire of China has but 
little commerce beyond her own territories 5 
and no country is better circumftanced than 
we for an exclufive traffick from State to 
State: Yet even in rbis we are rivalled by 
foreigners—by thofe foreigners to whom we 
are the leaft indebted. A veilel from Rofee 
way or Halifax finds as hearty a welcome 
with its fith and whalebone at the fouthern 
ports, as though it was built, navigated and 
freighted from Salem or Bofton. And this 
mutt be the cafe, until we have laws com- 
prehending and embracing alike all the ftates 
in the Union. 

But it is not only our coafting trade, our 
whole commerce is goingtoruin. Congrefs 
has not had power to make even a trade law, 
which thall confine the importation of foree 
ign goods to the thips of the producing or 
the confuming country: If we had fuch@ 
law, we fhould not go to England for the 
goods of other mations; nor would Britith 
veffels be the carriers of American produce 
from our fifter States. In the States fouth- 
ward of the Delaware, it is agreed, that three 
fourths of the produce are exported, and 
three fourths of the returns are made in 
Britith dertoms. It is faid, that forexporting 
timber one half the property goes to the care 
rier, and of the produce in general, it hae 
been computed, that when ‘t is thipped for 
London from a fouthern State, to the vae 
lue of one million of dollars, the Britith mere 
chant draws from that fum three hundred 
thoufand dollars, under the names of freight 
andcharges. This is money which belongs 
tothe Newengland States, becaufe we caa 
furnith the thips as well as, and much bete 
ter, thanthe Brith. Our fitter States are 
willing we thould receive thefe benefits, and 

that they thould be fecured to us by national 
laws; but until that is done, their private 
merchants will, no doubt, for the fake of 
long credit, or fome other fuch temporary 
advantage, prefer the thips of foreigners + 
And yet we have fuffered thefe ignominious 
burthens, rather than truit our own repre 
fentatives with power to help us; and a 
call ourfelves free and independent State 
We are @ndependent of Ci ihe, but we 
are flives to Europe. We have no uniforme 
ity in duties, impofts, excifes or prohibitions, 
Congrefs has no authority to withhold ade 
vantages from foreigners, in order to obtaig 
advantages from them. By the oth of the 
old articles, Congrefs may enter fate tring 
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——— a 
Bes and alliances & 
Congrefs cannot pled 
thall not render the w 
merce a nullity 

Our manuf: are another great fub- 
je@, which has received no encouragement 
by national duties on foreign manufactures, 
and they never can by any authority in the old 
Confederation. It has been faid, that no 
€ountry can produce manufactures until it 
be overftocked with inhabitants. It istrue, 
the United States have employment, except 
fa the winter, for their citizens in agricul- + 
ture—the moft refpectable employment 
under heaven. But itis now to be remem- 
bered, that fince the old Confederation there 
4s a great emigration of foreign artizans hi- 
ther, fome of whom are left here by the ar- 
mies of the jaft war, and others, who have 
more lately fought the new world, from 
hopes of mending their condition—thefe will 
mot change their employments. Befides 
this, the very face of our covatry leads to 
manufactures. Our numerous falls of wa- 
ter, and places for miils, where paper, fnuff, 
gun powder, iron works, and numerous o- 
ther articles ave prepared—thefe will fave us 
Smmenie fums of money, that otherwile 
would go to Europe. Tbe queftion is, have 
thefe been encouraged ? Has Congrefs deen 
adie, by national laws, to prevent the impor. 
tation of fuch foreign commodities as are 
made from fuch raw materials as we ourfelves 
saife. Itis alledged, thatthe citizens of the 
United States have contraéted debts withia 
the laft three years, with the fubjedts of 
Greatbritain, for the amount of near fix 
million dollars, and that confequently our 
lands are mortgaged for that fum, So 
Corfica was once mortgaged to the Genoefe 
merchants, for articles which her inhabi- 
tants did not want, or which they could 
have made themfelves, and the was after- 
wards fold toa foreign power. If we with 
to encourage our own manufactures—to 
preferve ourown commerce—to raife the 
value of our own lands, we muft give Cone 
grefs the powers in queftion, 

The Hon. Gentleman from Norton lat 
fpeaking, fays, that if Congrefs have the 
power of laying and colleéting taxes, they 
will ufe the power of the fword. I hoid 
the reverfeto de true. The doctrine of re- 
quifitions or of demands upon a whole State, 
implies fuch a power: For furely a whole 
State, a whole community, can be compel- 
Jed only by an army ; but taxes upon anin- 
dividual implies only the ufe of a col!efor of 
¢axes. That Conarefs, however, will not 
apply to the power of dire taxation, une 
fefs in cafes of emergency, is plain ; 
becaufe, as thirty thoufand inhabitagts will 
ele& a reprefentative, eight tenths * which 
eletors perhaps are yeomen, and holders of 
farms, it will be their own faults if they 
ere not reprefented by fuch mea as will ne- 
wer permit the land tu be injured by uaaecel 
ry taxes. 






rovifos, but 
fingle State 
ty of com- 


Mr. Booman faid, if Congrefs poffettdd 
the power of levying direct taxes, Sc, tt was 
to him a power unlimitted. He granteg 
that power was neceflary to be delegated to 
Congrefs ; but they may do hurt, to do 
good ; he contefted that the fovereignty 
thould remain in the fates, and that they a. 
lone thould lay direc? taxes ;—his reafon wag, 
that if the requifitions of Congrefs were not 
complied with, and they fhould fend a power 
to collect them—-there would be no fover. 
eignty ieft in the ftates ;—and that we ought 
never to give up this eficncial point : He was 
jealous of che iiberties of the people—it was 
right fo to be-—for without jeal@uly no re. 
publican government ever could exif; 
Without a better definition of thefe powerf 
was given, than what he had heard, he ne. 
ver could vote for the federal head. 

Hon. Mr. Sevcwick, ia anfwer to the 
gentleman lait {peaking, faid, if he believed 
the adoption of the propvied Con{itution 
would interfere with the ‘tate legiflatures, 
he would be the lait to vote for it; but he 
thought all the fources of revenue, ought to 
be put into the hands of government, and in 
cafes of emergency the power of ievving taats 
had been always unlimitied. Congrefs would 
neceflarily take that which was eafiet to 
the people; the firit would be impoft, the 
next exile, and a dircct tax, will be the lat; 
for, fays the hon, gentleman, drawing money 
from the people, by dire taxes, being diffi- 
cult and uncertain, it would be the lat fource 
of revenue applied to by a wife legiflature— 
and hence, fays he, the people may be aflure 
ed the delegation of a power to levy them 
would not be abufed. Let us fuppofe, and 
we fhall not be thought extravagant in the 
fuppofition, continued Mr. S. that we are 
attacked by a foreign enemy, that in this di- 
lemma our treafury was exhaufted, our credit 
gone, and our enemy on our borders ; and 
that there was no poffible method of raifing 
impo or excife: In this cafe, the only ree 
medy would be to a direét tax : Could there- 
fore, this power being vefted in Congrefs, 
lefien the many advantages which may be 
drawn from it ? 

Mr. SinGreTary, thought no more 
power could be given to adefpot, than to 
give up the purfe ftrings of the people. 

Col. Pontra, afked if a better rule of 
yielding power could be thewn than in the 
Conttitution ; fur what we do not give (faid 
he) we retain. 

Major Kinosiey. Mr. Prefident. Af- 
ter fo much has beea faid, on the powers to 
be given to Congrefs, I thall fay buta few 
words on the fubje&. By the articles of Con- 
federation the people have three checks on 
their Delegates in Congrefs—the annual e- 
leGiion of them—their rotation—and the 
power to recail any, or all of them, when they 
fee fit; in view of our federal a. they 
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Gel our members ; therefore our federal ru- er delegated tothem + If they have no power, 
Jers will be matters and not fervants. Iwill it cannot be faidto be a government: A 
examine what powers we have givento our Conftitution is now eftablithed with that 
maiters—they have power to lay and colle defe&; with no money and no dependeace 5 
ali taxes, duties, impotts and excifes—rcaife fuch a government will in time ruin us 5 
armies—fit out navies—toeftablith them- from experience, we know fir, here lies the 
felves in a federal town, of cen miles fquare, meevil : Let us fee to whom we are to give 


equal to four middling townthips, erea forts, his power; is it not to men of our own 
magazines, arfenals, &c. Therefore thould choofing? The delegation of power to the 
the Congteis be cholen of defigning and in- federal legiflature will prevent the numerous 


terefted men, they can perpetuate their ex- evils : They have the power of faving us from 
iftence, fecure the refources of war, and the deftruétion : The danger of accepting this 
people will have nothing leftto defend them- Conftitutfon is not equal to the danger of 
{elves with. Letus look into ancient hif- refufing it : Look to the kingdom of 
tory.—The Romans after a war thought France, there you fee, apower however high, 
themilelves fafe in a government of ten men, cannot be exercifed, to the prejudice of the 
called the Decemviri—thefe ten men were people ; in the recent inftance of the nota- 
invelted with all powers, and were chofen for bles and the parliamentof Paris rejecting 
three years—by their arts and defigns they and withftanding a tax propofed by the King 5 
fecured their fecond election, but finding but when they are exercifed it mutt be for 
trom the manner in which they had exercifed the good of the nation : If congrefs have aue 
their power, they were not able to fecuretheir thority to levy a direét tax, it is fuppofed 
third elettion, they declared themfelves they will exercife it only in a time of wars 
matters of Rome—impoverifhed the city In peace the impolt and excife will anfwer 
and deprived the people of their rights. They the purpofes of government, but if a war 
even fuffered themfelves tobe def:ated inthe breaks out, they will not anfwer, refoutce 
Geld, thereby the betrer to fubjugate thepeo- mui behadtoadire€ttax. Some have fupe 
pie of Rome, It has been {aid that there pofed that the Congrefs by perpetuating 
was no danger—I will fuppofe they were to themfelves, might introduce a kind of arif- 
attempt the experiment—after we have given tocracy : The power after a thort time, re= 
them ail cur money, eltablithed them ina  turnstothe people, and they delegate it a 
federal town, the power of coining money, gain: They feel their dependence on the 
and rasfing a ftanding army ; and they fhould people, and therefore wil! not abule the cone 
attempt to eitablith their arbritary govern- fidence placed in them. Have not other 
ment, what refources have the people left ?1 parts of America the {pirit of freedom to re- 
cannot fee any. The parliament of England  fitt the colle¢tion of dire taxes, as well as 
was firtt choten annuaily—they afterwards Newengland? The morel refie& on this 
lengthened their duration to three years— fection, the more 1 am convinced of the ne- 
and trem triennial, they became feptennial. _ceffity of this power being lodged in the fee 
‘The sovernment of England, has been re-  deral head. 
preiented as a good and happy government— Judge Sumwer. The powers propofed 
buc | believe itis a miftake. Attempts are to be delegated in this fection are very im- 
yearly made to thorcen the duration of their portant, as they will in effect place the purfe 
Parliaments, from feptennial to triennial; ftrings of the citizen in the hands of Con- 
bu: theiafluence of the miniftry is fo great, grefs for certain purpofes. In order to 
thatic has not yet been accomplithed, From know whether fuch powers are nece(iary, 
this duration, brivery and corruption are in- we ought, Sir, to inquire what the defign of 
troduced. Notwithfanding they receiveno uniting under one government is. It is, 
pay. they make great inteieitt for a feat in that the national dignity may be fupported, 


Parliament, one or two years before its dif- its fafety preferved, and necetiary debts paid 
folution—and give from fiye to twenty —Isit not necefiary then toafford the meawa 
guineas, for a vote; and the candidates by which alone thofe obje€ts can be attain~ 
fometimes expend from 10,000 to 30,000f, ed? Mach better, it appears to me, would 
Will a perfon throw away fuchafortune— _ it be for the States not to unite under one 
and wate fo much cime, without the proba- government which will be attended with 


bility of replacing fuch a fur with interett? fome expence, than to unite and at the fame 
O: can there be fecurity in fuch men? time withhold the powers neceffary to ac- 
Bribery may be introduced here as well asin complish the defign of the union. Gentle- 
Greaibritain—and Congrefs may equally op- men fay, the‘power to raife money may be 
preis the people—becaufe we cannot call abufed—I grant it: And the fame may be 
them to an accuunt ; confidering that there faid of any other delegated power. Ove 
is no annual election—no rotation—no pow- Generalgfourt have the frame power; but 
fr to recal them, provided for. did they €ver dare abufe it? Inftead of vot- 
ing themfelves 6s. 8d. they might vote theme 

TUESDAY, January 22. A. M. felves 121. a day; but there never wase 

Se tid under conficeretion, complaint of their voting more than what 

Hon. ALTON. It is apparent, fir, was veafonable—If they fhould make an un- 
Ghat government hhould have an cific.ent pow- due ufe of their power, they know, a lofs of 
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eonfidence in the people would be the ton- 
fequence, and they would not be recletted ; 
and this is one fecurity in the hands of the 
péopie. Another is, that all money bills 
are to originate with the houfe of reprefenta- 
tives: And can we fuppofe, the reprefenta- 
tives of Georgia, or any other State, more 
difpofed to burthen their conftituents with 
taxes, than the reprefentatives of Maffachu- 
Fetts—it is not to be fuppofed—for whatever 
is for the intereft of one State in this parti- 
ealar, will be the intereft of all the Staves ; 
afd no doubt attended to, by the houfe of 
réprefentatives. But why fhould we alarm 
oprfelves with imaginary evils—an impoitt 
will probably be a principal fource of reve- 
nue; but if that fhouid be infulficient, o- 
ther taxes, efpecially in time of war, ought 
to fupply the deficiency. It is faid, that 
reéquifitions on the States ought to be mide, 
in cafes of emergency; but we all know 
there can be no dependence on requifitions : 
e hon. gentleman from Newburyport, 
g\< us an initance from the hiftory of the 
nited Provinces to prove it, by which it 
appears they would have fubmicted to the 
arms of Spain, had it not been fur the fur- 
prizing exertions of one Province. But 
there can be no need of recurring to ancient 
récords, when the hiftory of our own coun- 
try furnithes an inftance, where requititions 
have no effect. Butfome gentlemen object 
farther, and fay, the delegation of tnefe 
reat powers, willdeftroy the fate logiflaturcs; 
tI truft this never can take place, for the 
general government depends on the State le- 
iflatures for its very exiftence—the prefi- 
nt is to be chofen by electors under the 
wegulation of the ‘State legiflacures—the fe- 
mate is to be chofen by the Scate Jegiflatures, 
and the reprefentative body, by the péopie ; 
under like regulations of tne legiflative bo- 
dy, in the different States.—Ir gentlemen 








eonfder this, they will, J prefume alter thefp 
opinion, for nothing 1s clearer, than thay 
= — . = —— in the gif. 
erent States, is eflentral to the being of 
the general government. I hope, Sir, we 
fhall ail fee tle neceflity of a federal govern. 


ar to us to be of fome weight. 

teGont. This fection, Mr. Prefident, 
has been the fubje& of much jeaioufly— 
Gentlemen have compared the delegation of 
the power of making taxcs, to the govefne 
ment of Greatbritain—cales which do nog 
agree : Jt has alfo been compared tu ten meg 
of Rome, chofen to compile a fyitem of laws, 
Thefe people ufurped the power—to what 
was this owing ? To the feeble idea of thofe 
people, who had no idea of reprefentation, 
Can we compare the government of the U- 
nited States of Ameriea, to Rome? Is a 
govecnment, whofe Reprefentatives are choe 
fen fronfthe mafs of the people, to be come 
pared to ten men of Rome, who had power 
over the lives and jaws of the people ? No 
more, fir, than a well regulated government 
toamobd, It is taid the Reprefentatives of 
Grea:britain receive no pay ; but confider the 
ditlerence between theRepreientatives of this 
country, aad the pretended Reprefentatives 
of Greatbritain | Confider the checks upoa 
our Deiegates, and the diilimilarity is obvi- 
ous. Some gentlemen cannot fee the ne- 
ceffity of taxation being lodged in the general 
Government. Let us inguire into the dus 
ties of the general Government. We find 
they are to pay debts,provide for publick tafee 
ty—raife armies—build navies, and fu, port 
them. Can any one teli what will be the 
exigencies of government ? Where we de 
mand an end, we ought to give the means 
of attaining it. ( To be continued. ) 


Or: and not make objections, uniefs they 


Rak 
{The following was a few days fince fent us for publication ; as it is the firft pitee 
awritien in this county, againfi the Federal Conflitution, that bas been offered to us for 
publication, we think proper, in order to foew impartiality, to publifh it, norwithe 
Standing the author evidently appears to be much mflaken in fome of bis ajertions.§ 
For th WORCESTER MAGAZINE, 
To the CITIZENS of the UNITED STATES. 


Men, Brethren, and Sifters, 

EARKEN! it is now a critical 
time with us, and a time in which 
we ought to be upon our watch, and 
wpon our guard, Now is the time for 
us to look out; now is the time for us 
So take care; now is the time for us to 
fee that nothing is done to deprive us of 

eur religious, or our civil liberties. 

Our government at prefent is demo- 
eratical, that is, the power is in the peo- 
ple ; we are allowed to choofe op rulers, 
make our own laws, and_ perform reli- 
gious worfhip according to the dictates 
ef our own confciences ; and by our 
conftitution a freedom of fpzech, and 
the liberty of the preis, are allowed to 
@very one of us. But although we are 





under fuch an excellent confitution, be- 
hold a new one is prefented to us for our 
reception, which appears much like as 
ariitocratical forin ; and will, if it is e- 
ftablithed, demolith a part of our demo- 
cratical government, and deprive us of @ 
part of our liberties. 

Before we futfer this new conftitution 
to be eltabiithed, we ought to confider fee 
— what it contains, and whether it is 
calculated to promote our felicity? or whee 
ther, like a wolfe in theep’s clothing, it is 
calculated to velt certain men with more. 


power, deprive us of our libgsgies, and 
bring our land into lordth d lead 
us into vaffalage and flavery, like the 


poor people in Holland, who, after they 
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deprives their legiflation of the power off 


making their own laws, oth. It makes 
no provifion again# the keeping a ftand- 
ing-army in atime of peace. sith. It 





tatives. ec: the people of the power of le- 


How often has it been ringing in our 
ears from every quarter of the United 
States, that our prefent conftitution is 
the beft that ever was or ever could be 
eftablithed ; if that be true, pray what 
need is there of an alteration—what need 
have we to alter a conftitution that is e« 
very way perfect ; if we fhould fufter our 
democratical government to be demol- 
ithed, and an ariftocratical one eftablith- 
ed, it is probable that in a few years 
fome defigning men will attempt to pull 
that down, and fet up one that is mo- 
narchical, ard fo bring the country un- 
der a military government, 

Permit me then, my beloved brethren 
and fifters, to point out wherein this new 
conititution is deficient. 

rf. Theve is no bill of rights in it. 
2d. Although different religions are al- 
lowed to fet in Congrefs, yet there is no 
liberty given to the people to perform 
religious worfhip according to the dic- 
tates of their confciences. 3d. There is 
tdoor opened for the Jews, Turks, and 
Heathen to enter into poblick office, and 
be {cated at the head of the gcvernment 
of the United States. th. There is 
nothing faid about the people being al- 
lowed the freedom of fpeech and the li- 
berty of the prefs. sth. It divides Con- 
giefs into three branches, as Prefident, 
Senate, and a houfe of Reprefentatives, 
which will bea great clog to bufinets, 
and a hindrance to the making of laws 
with expedition and difpatch. 6th. It 
deprives men that are endowed with the 
wildom that is from above, from enter- 
ing into Congrefs ; unlefs they have ar- 
rived at a certain age, and have abode in 
the flates a certain quantity of time, 
7{h. It augments the members of Con- 
grefs, and makes the government more 
expenfive. Sth. It deprives the peopie 
of the liberty of choofing their delegates 
to Congrefs annually, and of recalling 
them when they pleafe. oth. It almoit 
annihilates the ftate governments, and 





ying and colleéting their own taxes. 

rzth, It vefts Congrefs with power to 

tax all the ftates, to fend forth colleés 

ors, and enforce the payment of taxes by 
a ftanding army. 13th. It vefts Con- 
grefs with power to run the people into 
debt, by borrowing money of foreign’ 
nations, upon the credit of the United 
States ; and it doth not oblige the mem- 

bers of that affembly to render any ac- 

count of the expenditure of the fame, if 
they fhall fee fit to fecret it. 14th. No 

provifion is made in it againft having the 

civil power fubje&t to the military, nor 

againit having people that do not belong 

to an army or navy tried and punished 

by the military laws. 1 sth. It deprives. 
the people in the feveral ftates of the lie. 
berty of making their own conftitution, 

and veits it in the hands of Congrefs. 
16th. It deprives the inhabitants me poor 
ftate of the power of choofing their fue 

periour and inferiour judges. 

Thus have I exhibited fome of the 
deficiencies in our new Conititution, per- 
haps more might be mentioned ; but al- 
though there are fome deficiencies, yet. 
there are many excellent things that are 
worthy of our reception and eftablith- 
ment, providing our conititution is defi- 
cient. Some people are averfe to a demo- 
cratical government, becaufe they efteems 
it to be the moft expenfive and irregular 3 
hut the governments of Conreéticut and 
Rhodeifland have been fuch from their 
firit fettlement ; they have chofe their 
own officers, and made and executed? 
their own laws, and where can we find 
cheaper and more regular governmente 
than they have been ? 


Thus, my beloved friends, have.I gi- ° 


ven you the foregoing hints, that you 
may be upon your guard, and ward off 
the impending dangcr. Keep the pow- 
er in your own hands, and let nothing 
be: eftablifhed that may deprive you of 
your liberties and make you unhappy. 
A WATCHMAN, 


nO RITE ESTE, LETS 
A ROYAL ANECDOTE, 


HE PruMfians were always proud of 
their Great Frederick, as they al- 

ways ftiled him—They fpoke of him 
vith the utmoftt freedom—and at the fame 
time that they criticifed feverely fome 
et his taites, they gave him the highelt 


o 





eulogiums. He was told that fome one 
had {poken ill of him. He afked¥f that 
perfon had 100,000 men? He was an- 
twered, No. Very weil faid the king, Z 
can do nothing—1f be bad 100,000 mtay 
I would declare war againft bim, 
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Foreign Mews. 
LON D O N, October 5. 
From the Calcutta Gawette. 

Wy) Y letcers from China, we have received 

very melanch yly accounts, w sich fall 
mothing fhort of what the late famine up the 
Country afford d. 

There has been fo little rain during the 
laft rice feaion, that a famine has been the 
confegutnce, and upwards of 30,000 of the 
poorer iort of people, up the country, have 
perithed for want of this neceilary article. 


° 
American Mews. 
RICH MON D, (Virginia) Dec. 22. 

We are ercdibly informed, that Mrs.Tabb 
of Kingiton parith, in Glouceiter county, 
has in her poffeflion a {mail ftone, that has 
the cilicacy of suction fo powerful as to ex- 
tract poifung and we are authorifed to men- 
tion two triais which have been made on this 
valuable curicfity, viz. Mr. Lewis Wood, of 
Gloucetter had a fon bit by a dog tuppofed 
tabe mad. (Mr. Wood confined the dog 
uatil be was quite raving, and his madneis 
fuficiently proved.) Mrse babb applied the 
ftorne to the place affected, and in a fhort 
time the chila got pertect y Welle Mr. Tho- 
mas Debnam of Gloucefler had a negro bir, 
which he carried to Mrs. ‘Tabb, to try tie 
virtuc of her Rone ; he at the fame time told 
her he could not beliewe it had any fuch 
power; to prove the virtue thereof, fhe de- 
fired him to wound the negro in a part diftant 
from the place, and bind the ftune thereon 
foc a fhort time 3 but it would not ftick ; the 
then told him to bind it on the place that 
Was bit, and it ftuck as tight as a blifies 
plaitter, until it wes full charged with the 
poifon, and then fell off ; they put it into a 
veflel filled with clear water, and in a fhort 
time they difcovered the water to be much 
coloured, the tone was tuken out, wiped dry, 
and applied tv the place again, and re 
until the po fon was aij ex=.adtee 5 the negro 
is now pertc@ly recovered. 

NEW YORK, Jan. 26. 

Abraham Yates, Jur. Alexander H imil. 
ton, Egoere Benton, Ezra Lo Hommegicu 
agd Leonard Gansevoort, Efguires, are du- 
ly ele&ed to reprefent this State in the 
Congrefs of the United States, uatil the 
firt Monday in November next; and until 
ten days after the firit tubf-queat meeting 
of the Legiflature: proviled the time dpes- 
notexceed one year trom the time of cthels 
appointment. :, 

By a gentieman lately arrived from the 
Wettern Country, whole intormaiuen. is 
much to be depe 1. OMy We jearn, that 
from the moft perfc€t comoutation that 
could be formed there, not lefs th F 
teen or twenty thoufand eniigrants ! 
cived in Kentucky, Within the 
months, by the different routes, of 
hio, Wildernefs, &c. One fact, perfeetly 
we}l afcertained, frongly correbates the a- 
Bove computation, thac on the 24th of No- 
vember, there paficd Fort Harmer, at the 
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Summary of late Intelligence. 
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og mourn of the Mutkingum, one thoufang 
Bry hundred and ag x fouls, according 


to the accounts taken by the boats of the 
garrifon, the commander of which uies 
great pains and accuracy in informing him. 
felf of the numbers that pafs. 

General Harmer, with the greatett part of 

* the troops under his commang, has returned 
from Poft Vincent’s on the Wabath w the 
Mufkingam, leaving two companies at the 
former place. 

On ‘Lueiday lat the Hon. the Congrefs 
of the United States, ficting im this caty, 
there being a quorum for traniacting of buiie 
nefs, for uie fir time this federal year, proe 
ceeded to the election of a Prefident, when 
the Hon. CIRUS GRIFFIN, a delegate 
tcom Virginia, was elected to chat honourae 

bie feat. 

BOS T ON, February 4. 
Acopy of A MENDMENTS tubmitted 
to the Convention, ty his Excellency the 

Governour, Who, on Wednetéay lait, atcera 

long and painiul indsipofiction, tovk the 
chair, as Prefideat of that Hon. Body, now 


} 


fitting tm this COWn, 2d on 2 hurluay in tas 
forenoon pubdlickiy communicated his ine 
tention of making a propofition in the afters 


noon on the iniportant tubyseét before thems 
The houfe was uncommonly crouded in cons 
i 


fequence, and the matt profound fieace was 
obierved while his Exceiency was dellvenag 
his fhort and elegant fpeech to introduce 
this mop tant mattcre=the fecule h -al 1 of 
his Excellency, the ardent expectation of 

rlons of every defcriptions and the uncere 


tainty prevailing as to th 
potition to be made, conipirea to yencer the 
icene as interefting and a‘ic¢tiag as pofli- 
bie. The following is the propoticion fubs 
raitted. 
CoMMONWEALTH of MASSACHUSETTS« 
In ConNVENTION of the DeLEcasts of 
the Pgorte of the Com NWEALTS 
of MassacnaseTrs, 17538. 
THE Coravention | wing | upartially dife 
cuiied, amd fully confidered the Com fitacion 
ofthe Unired Staces of America, reported to 


CcUngreis by tae 





er . . ‘ 
Hacuiec Oi 


Conveniian of de gates 
from the United States of America, and 
fubmitted to us by a reiolution of the Gen- 
eral Court of the faid Com nonwealth, pall 
ed the twenryfitth day of O&cher iat pat 
and acknowiedging with praictul | rc 
fOodnets of the fupreme Auier of che uni- 
: - 


verie, in aff wrding che peopte of the United 

States, in the courie of hi providence, an 
era mire Aan! rately / ; 
Onn INMICY } erg } an -iceac 

ENorlu ; C ' ‘ y 3 ! p "yy 


without fraud or furprize, of entering mto 
an explicit and foician con f act with each 
Phas. the {7 perry 
other, by aff 


Con titution, in’ 






fect uni 1, ectabliik ju tice, infuse domef< 
tick tranquillity, provide for the common 
defente, promote the gencval welfaee, and 
fecure the blefings of liberty to themfelves 
and their poftericy ; do in the name and in 
behalf of the Commonwealth of Mafiachue 
fetts, afent to and ratify the (aid Cam/luxtios 
a the United States of alrmr ices 
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And as it is the opinion of this Convention 
th.tcertain amendments and alterations in 
he faid Confticution, would remove the 
fears and quiet the apprehenfions of many 
of the good people of this Commonwealth, 
and more eipecially guard againit an undue 
adminiftration of the federal government 5 
the Convention do therefore recommend 
that the fullowing alterations and provifions 
be introduced into the faid Confitution : 
Firf, Thatit be explicitly declared, that 
ali powers not exprelsiy delegated to Con- 
grets, are referved to the feveral ftates, to 
be by them exercifed. 
Secondly, That there fhail be one repre- 


fentative to every thirty thoufand perfons, 
vntil the whole numbers of reprefentativee 
amount to 






Thirdiy, That Congrefs do not exercife 
the power vefted in them by the ath fedtion 
of 1it article but in cafes where a State fhall 
negic&t or refuse to make adequate provifion 
for an equal reprefentation of the people, a- 
grccably to this Conftitution. 

Fourthly, That Congrets do not lay dire 
taxes, bur when the monies arifing from the 
impoftt and excife are infuificient for the 
pulick exigencies. 

Fifth’y, ‘That Congrefs ere& no company 
of merchants with exclufive advantages of 

miuicrce.e 

Sixth/y, That no perfon fhall be tried for 
any crime by which he may incur an infa- 
mous punifament, or lofs or life, until he 
be fir, indi@ed by a grand jury, except in 
tuch cafes as may arife in the government 
aod regulation of the land and naval forces. 

Seventh/y, ‘The Supreme Judicial Federal 
Court fhali have no jurtfdiction of caules 
between citizens of aifrerent ftate’, unlefa 
the matter in difpute be of the value of 
dollars at leait. 

Fiel tly, In civil aG@ions, between citizens 
of d ferent Hates, every iffue of fact arifing 
in adi:ons at common law, may be tried by 
Sjuv, if the parties, or either of them), re- 
earl i= 
 Niethly, That the words ** without the 
confent of Congrefs,” in the laft paragraph 
inthe ninth feétion, of the firit article, be 
ftruc! en out. 

AND the Convention do, in the name 
snd in behalf of the people of this Com- 
monwealth, enjoin it ws on their reprefenta- 
tives in Congrefs, at alt times, until the al- 
terations and provifions aforefaid have been 
conti tered, agveably to the fifth article of 
the faid Confitution, to exert all their in- 
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fluence, and ufe alf reafonable and legaf 
methods to obtain a ratification of the faid 
alterations and provifions, in fuch mannes 
as is provided in the faid article. 

And that the United States in Congrefs 
affembled may have due notice of the aflene 
afd ratification of the faid Conftitution by 
this Convention, 

It is RESOLVED, That the affent and 
ratification aforefaid, be engroffed on parch- 
ment, togethas with the recommendation 
and injun@ti@M aforefaid, and with this re- 
folution, and that his Excellency JOHN 
HANCOCK, Efquire, Prefident, and the 
Hon. WILLIAM CUSHING, Efquire, 
Vicepretident of this Convention, tranimit 
the fame, counterfigned by the Secretary of 
the Convention, under their hands and feals, 
to the United States in Congrets aflembied. 





On Thurfday lait A. M. the Hon. Con. 
vention finifhed the diicuffion of the Fede- 
ral Conftitution by paragraphs, on which 
Mr. Parfons moved, ** That this Conven- 
tion do affent tc, and ratify, the Conftitu- 
tion of the Unired States of America, pro- 
poted by the Federal Convention.” And 
the confideration of the motion immediate. 
ly commenced. In the afternoon His Ex. 
cellency the Prefident communicated the 
above propofitions, which were under confi- 
deration Friday and Saturday. 

Friday laft, on mction, the Hon. Conven- 
tion voted, ‘Shat the final decifion on the 
gueftion to accept or reject the Confitution 
in debate, be nottaken until Tuefday next. 

Yefterday a Committee of the Hon. Con- 
vention, confifting cf two Members from 
each County, fat at the Reprefentatives 
Chamber, to confider of, and amend the 
above Propofitions, and make report. 

It is with pleafure we infert the following 
paragraph of a letter received yefterday by 
ir. Breck, from the Right Honourable 

Marquis pe tra FAYEITE. 

** | have written to requcft you to pay a 
fum of Money for my Account to the un- 
happy fufferers by the late fire at Bofton, 
but am fearful l committed a miftake, by 
ufing the word TWO initead of THREE 
Hunared Guineas, if fo, you will oblige me 
by correcting that Errour and paying the 
additiona! Sum.”” 
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DIED. }---At Dudley, on the 214 inftant, 
Mis. Beriah Eaton, wite of Doctor Joha El- 
lint Eaton, in the 30th year of her age. 
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From the MASSACHUSETTS CENTINEL, printed at Bofon. 


Mr. Russeun, 

H AV E had no hand in the produc. 

tions refpe fing the propo d plan of 
government—but I feel interefied as a 
citiicn.—I have waited to fee if any mo- 
tion might be made, or any difpofition 
appearin the Convention, to prevent one 
oftweo evils taking place ; the firlt is, 
thatef reieSing the Comfitution ; the fe- 
cond is, that of adoping t by a bare ma- 


iW Wy. 


T am not contented with it as it now 
fands, my reafons are sffigned :— 

fam not fatisfied with the provifion 
for amendiments, as it flands in that fyf- 
tem, becaufe the amendments I propofe 
are fuch as twothirds of the Senate will 
perhaps never agree to—the indiiment 
by grand jury, and trial of fa& by a 
jury, is not fo much fet by in the fouth- 
com States, as m the nsorthern—the 
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————— 
Qreat men there, are too rich and impor 
tant to ferve on the juries, and the fmall- 

@t are confidered as not having confe- 

uence enough to try the others ; in 

ort, there can be no trial by peers 
there :—The middle States gain advan- 
tages by having the legal bufinefs done 
in one of them, which may prevent their 
leading men, from engaging ferioufly 
in amendments. :—I t re propofe 
the adopting the Conflitution, in the 
following manner, in which I conceive 
tere will be great unanimity. 

THAT this Convention do adopt 
and ratify the Confitation, or franse of 
government for the United States. of 
America, propofed by the Federal Con- 
vention, lately holden at Philadelphia ; 
upon the following conditions, viz. 

_ That the fir Congrefs which hhall 
he holden under the fame, fhall before 
they proceed to exercife any powers pof- 
feffed under the Conftitution, excepting 
thofe of organizing themfelves, and of 
ellavi:thing rules ot procedure, take in- 
to contideration all amendments pro- 
pofed by the Convention of this or any 
other State, and to make fuch amend- 
ments therein propofed as aforetaid, as 
any feven of the States fhall agree to; 
and which amendments fiall be confi- 
dered asa part of the Conftitution. 

And that the Senators and Reprefen- 
tatives cf the feveral States, fhail fer 
together in one body, and vote by States, 
in confidering fuch amendments j;——bet 
the Prefident or Viceprefident elect, thail 
have no vote therein. 

The AMENDMENTS PROPOSED. 

FIRST. In the fourth feten of the 
article of the Senate, firihe out iheve words, 
** But Congreis may, at any time, by 
Jaw, make, or alter, {och reeulation, ex- 
cept as tothe place for choofiog Sena- 
tors ;"" amd infert thefe wort,‘ Bul if 
any State foall refufe to preicribe time 
and place for fuch eleMions, Congres fall 
frovide therefor by laws made for that 
purpole.” 

‘Remark—this amendment takes off the 
wain oljeion made to this article, and 
gives Congrefi power to perpetuate ils own 
exiftence. 

ad. In the fecond claufe of the ninth 
fetiion infert the words—“ And the 
Supreme Judicial Courts of the feveral 
States, and either Judge thereof, fall 
bave power to iffue this writ.” 

This fecures the right of Habeas 
Corpus, without going to Pennlylvania 
for it. 

34. Ia the eighth feGion of the pow- 


ert of Congreft, trike out the enol 
“* Taxes.” 

This leaves the powers of im 
excife to Congrefs. And Sidld enn 
any other circumftance render intern 
taxes neceflary to be in Congrefs, they 
may have the power granted hereafter, 

4th. Inthe fecond feion of the Fuk. 
ciary Power, firike out the follow 
ewords, ‘* Between a State and a citing 
of another State, between citizens of die 
JSerent States.” 

Laying a State liable to be faed, roby 
itof a!) its fovereignty, and im thi 
cafe may lay the feveral States liable tg 
be fued tor their publick fecurities. 

sth. In the fecomd claufe of the fam 
Seiion, firike cut the words, “ Bothastg 
law and fatt,” aad add to that claw 
thele word:—Provided neverthelefs, thar 
all sffues ot faét thal) be tried. by a jury 
to be appointed according to ftandiag 
laws made by Congrefs. 

This will peeferve the inefimable 
right of a wal by jury.—This rightis 
the democratical balance in the. Judicary 
power, without it, in civil a€tions, no 
relief can be had againft the High Officers 
of State, for abuie of private citizens; 
without this the Englith Conftitution 
would be a tyranny.—See Judge Black- 
ftone’s excellentCommentary on this pri- 
vilege, in his third volume, page 

$:h. In the laft claufe in the fame fella 
next after the word State, infert thee 
qwords——In, or near the County. [ 

This keeps up the idea of trial in the 
vicinity. See the Maffachufetts’ deciara- 
tion of rights on this point—Alfo, that 
of other fitates, &c. 

7th, At the end of the fame clauje, add 
thefe evordis—Provided that no perfon 
fhall be held to anfwer to any charge of 
a criminal nature, unlefs it be upon in- 
dictment of a Grand Jury, apposoted, 
fworn and charged according to knowa 
and flanding laws. 

This is the greateft fecurity agzinft 
abitrary power; without this, every 
perfon who oppotes the violation of the 
conthitutional right of the people, may 
be dragged to the bar, and tried upona 
bar reformation of an Attorneyzeneral. 
—The lofs of this privilege carries with 
it the lois of every friend to the peoples 
—T here is no inttance yet, in England, 
orin America, excepting in the Stuart's 
reign, of a perfon's being tried for bis 
life, otherwife than upon indiétment. 
It was attempted before the Revolution, 
but {uccefsfully oppoffed. 

HAMPDEN, 
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